


Additional Resources can be found at www.amsa.org/gend er 

 
Transgender Health Disparities and Concerns  

1.  Physical and sexual violence -  Transgender persons are 
high risk individuals for h ate crimes, violence, and murder.  

2.  HIV -  Transwomen are at high risk for contracting HIV. HIV 
transmission in transmen  has been understudied. 5  

3.  Substance Abuse -  Significant substance noted, but lack of 
culturally sensitive substance programs hinder treatment.  

4.  Suicide -  Studies report higher rates of suicide in pre-
transition transgender populations. Transwomen may be 
sligh tly more likely to attempt suicide than transmen. 
Transgender persons that have com pleted their transition 
are less likely to attempt suicide. 5  

5.  Primary Care -  High rates of unemployment/poverty pollute 
the transgender population leading to lack of health 
insurance and poor routine health screens.  

6.  Transition Complications -  Transwomen may see 
complications throughout transition including DVT and 
surgical complications. Transmen  may experience male-
pattern balding, liver damage, acne, heart disease, and 
mood changes. Surgical complications can include fistulas, 
urinary strictures, DVT , implant rejection, and more.  
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